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Pictured at the Arizona Musicfest Young Artists Concert on Sunday, November 16, 2008: 

Front row (left to right): Karen Nguyen, piano; Jennifer Chiang, piano & flute; Rebecca Zaner, soprano; Carolyn Snyder, viola (member of String Quartet of the Southwest)

Back row (left to right): Usha Kapoor, violin; Rajan Kapoor, cello (Quartet member); Michael Shu, 1st violin of Quartet; Ho Young Ahn, clarinet; Carlie Brown, 2nd violin of Quartet; Phillip Stoddard, baritone
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Rising stars of classical music at Arizona Musicfest Young Artists Concert

November 17, 2008 – Carefree – On November 16, the Arizona Musicfest Young Artists Concert saluted Arizona’s finest young artists, the ‘rising stars’ of classical music, with featured performances in the Chapel at North Scottsdale’s Pinnacle Presbyterian Church by 2008 Young Musicians Competition finalists Jennifer Chiang, piano and flute; Ho-Young Ahn, clarinet; Usha Kapoor, violin; and Karen Nguyen, piano. 

In a Young Artists Concert “first,” the instrumentalists were joined by two of the Valley’s promising young opera singers: Rebecca Zaner, soprano; and Phillip Stoddard, baritone. Zaner trained this summer in Lucca, Italy as part of the Opera Theatre and Music Festival of Lucca sponsored by the University of Cincinnati’s College Conservatory of Music. Stoddard placed in the top 30 singers in the United States at a recent national Classical Singer High School Competition, and was a finalist of the Herberger Young Artist Competition. 

Rounding out the program was The String Quartet of the Southwest with Michael Shu, violin; Carlie Brown, violin; Carolyn Snyder, viola; and Rajan Kapoor, cello. Brown received the Scottsdale Center Stage Award for Student Conductors, and is a member of the Youth Symphony of the Southwest. Kapoor is familiar to desert foothills audiences, having won top honors at the 2007 Arizona Musicfest Young Musicians Competition with his string trio. Shu is concertmaster of the Youth Symphony of the Southwest. Snyder won top prizes in the Virtuoso Violas Competition, including First Place in 2007. 

The afternoon’s concert, which was enthusiastically applauded by a full house, included selections by Debussy, Mozart, Bach, Faure, Grieg, Guarnieri, Caldara, Paisiello, Villa-Lobos, and Puccini. It was an engaging and inspiring experience for young concert-goers, who enjoyed the ten minute segments performed by each artist. One young, thoroughly enchanted concert-goer whispered appreciatively during Rebecca Zaner’s rendition of “O mio babbino caro” from Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi,” “What language is she singing? Italian? Ohhhhh…..”

There are additional opportunities to hear the Valley’s up and coming musicians. Arizona Musicfest sponsors a free Young Musicians Showcase with the Barnabas Society. “Every concert in the Young Musicians Showcase series introduces wonderful, polished musicians, each with a very distinctive style,” says Chris Warsaw, Arizona Musicfest, “definitely worth the trip from anywhere in the Valley!” 

Concerts are scheduled for 7 p.m. on December 12, 2008; January 23, 2009 and April, 17, 2009, in Lincoln Hall at St. Barnabas in the Desert Episcopal Church, 6715 N. Mockingbird Lane, Scottsdale, 85253. Each concert is 45 minutes to an hour, followed by a “Meet the Musicians” reception with refreshments. Call Arizona Musicfest at (480) 488-0806 or visit azmusicfest.org for more information or driving directions.  

