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Music Magic: Arizona Musicfest 09
Harry Potter has his wand. Frodo has the ring. And Robert Moody has his baton! There’s magic in the air. It thunders in your ears, shivers in your bones, and weaves around you like a smoky spell. With a wave of his baton, Maestro Moody and the Festival Orchestra envelope you in the enchanted atmosphere of J.K. Rowling’s wizard-hero, the “Lord of the Rings,” and the Paris Opera haunted by Lon Chaney’s terrifying Phantom, as part of the upcoming Arizona Musicfest 2009 concert “Harry Potter & the Magic of Music.”
Music is at its most bewitching, here in the Desert Foothills, February 4 through March 1, as Arizona Musicfest 2009, America’s premier winter music festival, presents the best of classical, jazz, cabaret and Dixieland in thirteen concerts over five weeks in venues throughout North Scottsdale and Carefree. No long drives. No dressing up. No big ticket prices. It’s $5 for students, K-12; and $30 - $40, depending on the concert, for everyone else. This is the good stuff, your favorite music, live and intensely magical.  What could be better than concerts by nationally acclaimed artists and musicians from top orchestras around the country?
Arizona Musicfest 2009 guest artists include “The Three Phantoms” of Broadway, Craig Schulman, Kevin Gray and Cris Groenendaal; Banu Gibson and The New Orleans Hot Jazz; piano virtuosos Misha and Cipa Dichter; jazz greats, pianist Dick Hyman and vibraphonist Peter Appleyard; Big Apple cabaret stars Barbara Fasano and Eric Comstock; piano, violin and cello trio Perlman, Schmidt, and Bailey; Metropolitan Opera star, soprano Elizabeth Bishop; organist James Jones; Fred Forney and the Arizona Jazz Masterworks Orchestra; and the incomparable Grammy Award winning cellist Lynn Harrell.   

Artistic Director Robert Moody conducts The Festival Orchestra with noteworthy highlights: the very special star performance by Lynn Harrell; two appearances by “Artist in Residence” Elizabeth Bishop; the Arizona Musicfest Chorus performing “Dona Nobis Pacem” by Vaughan Williams; and an “unabashedly joyful work” by Christopher Theofanidis, “Rainbow Body.” For the young and the young at heart, the not-to-miss concert is “Harry Potter and the Magic of Music.” You’ll fly high without benefit of broomstick!
To be part of the entranced audience at “Harry Potter and the Magic of Music,” or any of the other world-class concerts, contact Arizona Musicfest at (480) 488-0806 or visit azmusicfest.org.  
